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AMOS 3
1 Hear this word which the LORD has spoken against you, sons of Israel, against the entire family which He brought up from the land of Egypt: 2 "You only have I chosen among all the families of the earth; Therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities." 3 Do two men walk together unless they have made an appointment? 4 Does a lion roar in the forest when he has no prey? Does a young lion growl from his den unless he has captured something? 5 Does a bird fall into a trap on the ground when there is no bait in it? Does a trap spring up from the earth when it captures nothing at all? 6 If a trumpet is blown in a city will not the people tremble? If evil comes to a city, has not the LORD done it? 7 Surely the Lord GOD does nothing Unless He reveals His council To His servants the prophets. 8 A lion has roared! Who will not fear? The Lord GOD has spoken! Who can but prophesy? 9 Proclaim on the citadels in Ashdod and on the citadels in the land of Egypt and say, "Assemble yourselves on the mountains of Samaria and see the great tumults within her and the oppressions in her midst. 10 "But they do not know how to do what is right," declares the LORD, "these who hoard up violence and devastation in their citadels." 11 Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD, "An enemy, even one surrounding the land, Will pull down your strength from you And your citadels will be looted." 12 Thus says the LORD, "Just as the shepherd snatches from the lion's mouth a couple of legs or a piece of an ear, So will the sons of Israel dwelling in Samaria be snatched away—with the corner of a bed and the cover of a couch! 13 "Hear and testify against the house of Jacob," Declares the Lord GOD, the God of hosts. 14 "For on the day that I punish Israel's transgressions, I will also punish the altars of Bethel; The horns of the altar will be cut off And they will fall to the ground. 15 "I will also smite the winter house together with the summer house; The houses of ivory will also perish And the great houses will come to an end," Declares the LORD.

MATTHEW 26:57-75
Those who had seized Jesus led Him away to Caiaphas, the high priest, where the scribes and the elders were gathered together. 58 But Peter was following Him at a distance as far as the courtyard of the high priest, and entered in, and sat down with the officers to see the outcome. 59 Now the chief priests and the whole Council kept trying to obtain false testimony against Jesus, so that they might put Him to death. 60 They did not find any, even though many false witnesses came forward. But later on two came forward, 61 and said, "This man stated, 'I am able to destroy the temple of God and to rebuild it in three days."' 62 The high priest stood up and said to Him, "Do You not answer? What is it that these men are testifying against You?" 63 But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest said to Him, "I adjure You by the living God, that You tell us whether You are the Christ, the Son of God." 64 Jesus said to him, "You have said it yourself; nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you will see THE SON OF MAN SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF POWER, and COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN." 65 Then the high priest tore his robes and said, "He has blasphemed! What further need do we have of witnesses? Behold, you have now heard the blasphemy; 66 what do you think?" They answered, "He deserves death!" 67 Then they spat in His face and beat Him with their fists; and others slapped Him, 68 and said, "Prophesy to us, You Christ; who is the one who hit You?" 69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard, and a servant-girl came to him and said, "You too were with Jesus the Galilean." 70 But he denied it before them all, saying, "I do not know what you are talking about." 71 When he had gone out to the gateway, another servant-girl saw him and said to those who were there, "This man was with Jesus of Nazareth." 72 And again he denied it with an oath, "I do not know the man." 73 A little later the bystanders came up and said to Peter, "Surely you too are one of them; for even the way you talk gives you away." 74 Then he began to curse and swear, "I do not know the man!" And immediately a rooster crowed. 75 And Peter remembered the word which Jesus had said, "Before a rooster crows, you will deny Me three times." And he went out and wept bitterly.

THIRD ARTICLE OF THE APOSTLE’S CREED
IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
Sometimes, there is an inevitability about something.  Sometimes, when you look at something, what is happening is self-evident.

That’s how we can understand what something is and what has caused it.

So the prophet Amos says, 

Do two men walk together unless they have made an appointment? 4 Does a lion roar in the forest when he has no prey? Does a young lion growl from his den unless he has captured something? 5 Does a bird fall into a trap on the ground when there is no bait in it?
Well, yes, Amos, you’re right, of course.  If two men are walking down the road together, it would be because they have agreed to do just that—what road to meet at, what time to start the walk—and so now we see them, walking together.

And, yes, Amos, you’re right.  A bird does not get caught by a trap unless someone has baited the trap.  So if we see a bird caught in a trap we can conclude that someone had put that trap there and they put bait in the trap so that the bird would go for it.

Cause and effect, action and consequence—one thing precedes the other, there is always a cause.

Amos now springs his trap.  He didn’t tell us these cute little sayings just to bring us up to date with the idea of cause-and-effect, he told them to us in order to spring this on us, Amos 3:6:

If evil comes to a city, has not the LORD done it?
Strong words from Amos.  When evil comes, it is from the Lord?  How are we to understand that?  

Amos is speaking about a ruling, a determination made at the council in Heaven.  The verdict at the council is made by the voice of the Lord.  Be we notice how the verdict doesn’t remain locked away in Heaven.  The determination declared in Heaven is brought down and spoken on Earth by the mouth of the prophet, which is where Amos says, Surely the Lord God does not do what he has spoken except that he first reveals the council to his servants, the prophets (Amos 3:7).

So the council in Heaven, the courtroom presided over by the Lord God himself, has ruled that an evil thing is going to be done here on Earth.

That is what we see in the text of Matthew 26, where Jesus is being unjustly judged by a corrupt council here on Earth, being judged by the courtroom of the dishonorable high-priest.  Matthew 26:59:

But Peter was following [Jesus] at a distance as far as the courtyard of the high priest, and entered in, and sat down with the officers to see the outcome. Now the chief priests and the whole Council kept trying to obtain false testimony against Jesus, so that they might put Him to death.
That is the ultimate evil thing done here on Earth.  An innocent man, Jesus, who is not only completely innocent of the charges being brought against him, but is also completely innocent of any sin at all, and is at the same time the true Son of God—God himself in the flesh, dwelling here on Earth—Jesus is being falsely tried, falsely charged, and being set up in the worst of all kangaroo courts to be executed for sins he did not commit.

In this way, we can see the cross as the ultimate evil for all time.  For many times in history, people have been killed even though they have done no violence and are guilty of no crime.  The history of worldly movements and warfare is full of such accounts.  But when has an innocent man been murdered who not only is innocent of the what he is being charged with, but is also innocent of any sin at all, and, being holy, he is willingly letting himself be put to death, in order to die for the sins of those who are trying to kill him?

The judgement and death of this innocent man on the cross is truly an evil thing. 

But here is the great comfort the prophet Amos gives us:

If evil comes to a city, has not the LORD done it? 

[Amos 3:6]

The comfort given us by the prophet Amos is that what happened on the cross did not just happen, there is no accident here; it was all set in place by the Lord, it is the Lord who has determined it at the council in Heaven, and he had his prophets speak it.

The Lord did it.  He determined to bring about the salvation of the sinner.  He spoke the verdict in Heaven that the innocent One would die, so that those who are not innocent might have life.  He made the declaration that while judgement and retribution would come to his Son who was standing in the place of all sinners, mercy and grace would come to the sinners who by faith stand in the place of Holy Jesus.

The Lord did it.  It was all set in place by him.  The most evil thing of the Holy and innocent Son of God being put to death on the cross, it is the work of a loving God, who so loves the sinner that he gave his only-begotten Son to die in our place.

The cross, accomplished by the hands of sinful men having set themselves in a corrupt council here on Earth—that cross is the work of God, who determined in his heavenly council to set it all in place for our salvation.

IN THE NAME OF JESUS.
